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BOSTON, FEBRUARY, 1899. 



&$\ H ! what a sound will rise, how wild and dreary, 
J -J When the death-angel touches those swift keys ! 
^J|/ 1 What loud lament and dismal Miserere, 
Will mingle with their awful symphonies ! 

Is it, O man, with such discordant noises, 

With such accursed instruments as these, 
Thou drownest Nature's sweet and kindly voices, 

And j arrest the celestial harmonies? 

Were half the power, that fills the world with terror, 
Were half the wealth bestowed on camps and courts, 

Given to redeem the human mind from error, 
There were no need of arsenals or forts. 

The warrior's name would be a name abhorred ! 

And every nation, that should lift again 
Its hand against a brother, on its forehead 

Would wear forevermore the curse of Cain ! 

Down the dark future, through long generations, 
The echoing sounds grow fainter and then cease ; 

And like a bell, with solemn, sweet vibrations, 

I hear once more the voice of Christ say, "Peace." 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
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The Hope of Universal Peace. 

A friend writes us in reference to the present 
condition of the world and the outlook for peace : 
4 'Its claims can only be accepted by faith. Reason 
has proved of no value in its support. To hope 
for it requires the heavenly gift of faith ; for no 
human sign of progress is conclusive in its favor. 
Its real votaries form perhaps the smallest righteous 
minority upon our planet." 

This comes near to being a cry of despair. 
There is still faith, but it is faith completely envel- 
oped in darkness, without eyes, without any vision 
of coming light — a faith which it is impossible for 
any one to maintain long. 

Is such an attitude of mind justifiable? We think 
not. There is, unquestionably, much to create such 
a state of mind, if one looks only, or too exclusive- 
ly, at the confused surface of things. The time has 
not come when faith can be replaced by sight. 



There are many dark clouds that one must look 
through. Militarism, as an organized institution, 
was never stronger than it is to-day, never more 
thoroughly entrenched in the plans of governments. 
It was never before so greedy, so aggressive, so 
determined to subdue all things unto itself. Wars 
and rumors of wars still come, — merciless, bloody, 
horrible. They come where they are not expected, 
and in most unlooked-for ways. Preparations for 
war — monstrous implements of destruction and 
huge armies of men — are nervously pushed forward, 
with a blind disregard of cost which would have 
terrified even Napoleon. Such is the seeming state 
of the world that only those with the sternest loyal- 
ty to duty, the profoundest faith in God and man, 
in the triumph of reason and goodness, can at 
times stand up against the pressure of the storm 
which rages about them. 

But the real state of the world is more than the 
seeming. The storm, we feel sure, is a passing, not 
a rising storm. To our reading, there are many 
"human signs of progress" conclusive in favor of 
the early coming of universal and perpetual peace. 
So sure are we of this that we are willing to put our 
all into the cause and take chances with the hope. 
However furious the torrent of militarism, many of 
the sources which have supplied it are already dry- 
ing up. It is a mountain stream impetuous below, 
but no longer fed by the springs in the hills. Pri- 
vate war is gone. Personal fights and the duel 
have nearly disappeared. The practice of carrying 
deadly weapons is out of date. The number of 
people to whom war is synonymous with glory is 
vastly less than formerly. What is done in war can 
no longer be done in civil society, as it formerly 
was, without the utter condemnation of the social 
conscience and punishment with social outlawry. 
Law has taken the place of violence in the internal 
affairs of nearly all countries. This is what we 



